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Daniel J. Kindred

38th Judicial District Attorney
Medina, Real and Uvalde Counties

PRESS RELEASE

UPDATE ON MURDER TRIAL OF DENISE CROUCH
Medina County, Hondo, Texas: February 1, 2010
The jury deliberated less than an hour before they returned with a life sentence against a Devine woman who had claimed psychiatric problems led her to kill a neighbor at the Devine Trailer Park in April 2008.  Denise Crouch became enraged at comments by Long and, went to Long's trailer and stabbed him to death with a kitchen knife.

“Mental illness doesn't mean you're not responsible for your actions,” District Attorney Daniel Kindred said after Denise Crouch, 39, was sentenced about 11 a.m. Wednesday, January 27, 2010. 
Crouch, whose lawyers initially asserted an insanity defense, changed the plea to guilty four days into the trial, for the murder of James “Red” Long. 

Kindred, who sought the life term, said the defense’s witness, forensic psychiatrist Susan Stone, retreated from her prior assessment that Crouch was insane when she killed Long mid way through the trail.  
Crouch, who did not testify, claimed in recent psychiatric reviews that a demon controlled her when she killed Long and that she did not know what was occurring.

Those accounts were dismissed as fabrications by the State’s expert witness, who was also a forensic psychiatrist.
For more information, contact District Attorney Daniel J. Kindred 830-741-6187.
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